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and its importance as a 
source of fresh water justi-
fies the decision to limit and, 
perhaps, reverse existing 
damage, including critical 
habitat for species at risk, 
including the westslope cut-
throat trout and 200 rare or at
-risk species living on the 
eastern slopes. Furthermore, 
the draft plan states that 
OHV use is incompatible 
with quiet recreational expe-
riences. Current OHV use 
will be transitioned out of 
these parks over the next 3 to 
5 years. 
 
The management vision ar-
ticulated in the Plan empha-
sizes the importance of re-
claiming and preserving eco-
logically functioning ecosys-
tems that are self-sustaining 
and resilient to environmen-
tal stresses caused by human 
activity. 
 
The decision made by the 
Government of Alberta is a 
good example of the precau-
tionary principle that pro-
motes action to avert the risk 
of irreversible harm to this 
sensitive environment.  
 
The public has 60 days to 
comment on the Castle Man-
agement Plan at https://
talkaep.alberta.ca/
CastleManagementPlan 

The Government of Alberta 
has officially established the 
Castle Provincial Park, and 
has expanded the Castle 
Wildland Provincial Park.  

From the government website: 
“The establishment of these 
areas under Parks’ legislation 
will protect important fish and 
wildlife habitats, shared inter-
national wildlife populations 
and provide headwater protec-
tion. In addition, this will en-
hance the significant recrea-
tion and tourism potential of 
the area, contribute to the lo-
cal economy, improve the 
quality of life of Albertans 
and continue to position Al-
berta as an international tour-
ism destination. 

Conservation of nature will be 
the primary objective of both 

parks. Biodiversity conser-
vation, protection of head-
waters and species at risk, 
and ecological connectivity 
will underscore management 
decisions. Indigenous Peo-
ples’ rights, cultural values 
and traditional uses are of 
critical importance.” 

The Castle Wildland Provin-
cial Park will be approxi-
mately 80,000 hectares and 
includes some of the most 
critical areas “for headwaters 
and wildlife, including major 
wildlife movement corridors 
for wide-ranging species 
such as grizzly bear, and 
habitat for threated species 
such as westslope cutthroat 
trout.”  

The Wildland Provincial 
Park will have a limited trail 
system and will provide wil-
derness experiences with 
backcountry campsites that 
minimize visitor impacts.  
 
The draft Castle Manage-
ment Plan states that the 
Castle Provincial Park and 
Castle Wildland Park will 
not permit recreational off-
highway vehicle use. These 
parks, the report says, al-
ready have high levels of 
linear disturbance requiring 
significant restoration. Its 
high level of biodiversitiy 

SAGE Meeting, no meet-
ing in February. 
 
Environmental Gathering 
in Edmonton, presented by 
Alberta EcoTrust. February 
23-25th . For more infor-
mation: http://
albertaecotrust.com/
gathering2017/ 
 
Helen Schuler Nature Cen-
tre Wild Side of Love, Feb 
8th at 6:30 p.m. 
hsnc@lethbridge.ca 
 
Helen Schuler Nature 
Centre Family Day, Feb-
ruary 20th, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
ReGenerate Design for a 
Welcome to the Food For-
est Lethbridge Sustainable 
Living Association. 

Castle Management Plan 
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A Leading Voice for a Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Community. 

Visit us at: http://sage-environment.org/ 

If you are interesting in getting involved, contact us at: 

sage-communications@sage-environment.org 

Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE) 
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Notice: Please be advised that the rezoning application, 
for Agriculture to Group Country Residential, has been 
withdrawn and the Public Hearing has been cancelled.  
  
The developers have submitted a new rezoning applica-
tion, from Agriculture to Direct Control.  Once venue 
availability is confirmed, a new Public Hearing date will 
be set.  New letters will need to be submitted, relevant 
to this new rezoning application.    
 
While this change to Direct Control may reduce some of 
Cardston County’s concerns regarding enforcement is-
sues, the impacts on Lee Creek, the wildlife and the en-
vironment; the land use incompatibility issues; and the 
fiscal issues still remain the same.  
  
A new Public Hearing date and location will be forward 
to SAGE. 

“If you’re still smiling, you don’t understand the news.” 

Ernst vs. Alberta Energy Regulator Boundary Creek Landowners Group 

Interesting Links: 
 
Energy Efficiency Jobs in America (Dec 2016) 
 https://www.e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/EnergyEfficiencyJobsInAmerica_FINAL.pdf 
 
This One Weird Trick Will Not Convince Conservatives to Fight Climate Change (Dec 2016) 
 http://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2016/12/28/14074214/climate-denialism-social 
 
Climate on the Line http://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2017/01/climate_on_the_line_FINAL-OCI.pdf 

The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled that Jessica 
Ernst cannot sue the Alberta Energy Regulator for hav-
ing been refused her Charter Rights to be heard regard-
ing the contamination of the groundwater under her land 
near Rosebud, Alberta. The land was allegedly contami-
nated by the fracturing of shallow gas wells by Encana 
Corporation in 2004. 

Four of the judges supported Jessica’s claim, while five 
rejected it, upholding the ‘immunity clause’ that pro-
tects the Regulator from lawsuits or Charter claims. 

The industry –funded regulator had accused Ernst of 
‘criminal threats’ and judged her a ‘terrorist’ without 
evidence. She was unable to pursue due process with the 
Regulator as they refused to correspond with her. Court 
documents indicate that the Regulator spurned Ernst 
because of her publically humiliating the Regulator. 

“All Canadians have lost in this decision,” Ernst told 
The Tyee. “Whenever any Canadian is harmed by pipe-
lines or fracking and they present evidence of harm to a 
regulator and then that regulator ignores or denies that 
evidence, citizens can no longer sue for justice.”  

Jessica Ernst can now proceed with her lawsuit against 
Encana and the Government of Alberta. Support and 
financial donations for her cause can be made at: 
www.ernstversusencana.ca/ 



The Abstract Wild cover detail says: 
“If anything is endangered in Ameri-
ca it is our experience of wild nature—
gross contact. There is knowledge only 
the wild can give us, knowledge spe-
cific to it, knowledge specific to the 
experience of it. These are its gifts to 
us.” 
 
Jack Turner describes his experiences 
in the wilderness, and the diminishing 
wildness of the wilderness. He de-
scribes his experiences in the western 
United States as a climber and hiker, 
finding the inspiration of remote and 
mystically powerful places. He then 
describes visiting these same places 
many years later, accessing them on 
paved roads or through wilderness 
tours. Turner concludes that managed 
land is no longer wild. He also con-
cludes that the efforts of governments 
to preserve wild lands are the very 
mechanisms of its destruction. 
 
It is not always easy to understand 
Turner’s concept of the wild. He com-
pares it to a response to art: ‘art opens 
a void, a moment of silence, a question 
without an answer, provokes a breach 
without reconciliation’ (p.3).  He taps 
into the same sense of the wild as ex-
pressed by other authors from Thoreau 
to Leopold to Neil Evernden and Doug 
Peacock. It is a hunger for a mystical 
experience, to step out of human 
thought into a more primal understand-
ing of our place. Turner says: “If I 
have an interest in preservation, it is in 
preserving the power of presence – of 
landscape, art, flora, and fauna. … the 
loss of aura and presence is the main 
reason we are losing so much of the 
natural world” (p.15). 
 
Turner relates our loss of wildness to 
our ecological challenges. Quoting 
Wendell Berry, he sees the ecological 
crisis as a crisis of character. Simply 
put, without experiencing the wild 
there is little possibility of there being 

a political or social will to preserve it. 
“Although the ecological crisis appears 
new (because it is now “news”), it is not 
new; only the scale and form are new. 
We lost the world bit by bit for ten 
thousand years and forgave each loss 
and then forgot. Now we face the final 
loss” (p.20). 
 
So, Jack Turner is angry. His book reso-
nates with anger. “Because effective 
protest is grounded in anger, and we are 
not (consciously) angry. Anger nourish-
es hope and fuels rebellion, it presumes 
a judgement, presumes how things 
ought to be and aren’t, presumes a car-
ing. Emotion remains the best evidence 
of belief and value” (p.21) But what do 
we really value, and how do we value. 
It seems the very act of ‘valuing’ leaves 
its marks on the wild - another paradox. 
Turner argues: “Instead of a shared vi-
sion of the good, we have a collection 
of property rights and utility calcula-
tions” (p.53). And this shared vision of 
the good can only come from experi-
ence of the wild.  
 
One can sense through The Abstract 
Wild the unvirtuous spiral. As the vision 
of the wild decreases, the amount of 
preserved wilderness diminishes - to the 
point where two thirds of wilderness 
parks in the United States are smaller in 
size than Disney World (p.55). With 
less access to the wild, the opportunity 
to experience the wild declines.  
 
In his Fact-Book, Thoreau 
noted that ‘wild’ is the past 
participle of ‘to will’ - to be 
self-willed … “what counts 
is wildness and wilderness 
is determined not by the 
absence of people, but by 
the relationship between 
people and place. A place is 
wild when its order is creat-
ed according to its own 
principles of organization – 
when it is self-willed 

land” (p.112). In other words, Turner 
argues, ‘leave it alone.’ 
 
“Nature ‘ends’ because it loses its own 
self-ordering structure, hence its au-
tonomy, hence its wildness” (p.109). 
The tension is between ‘wilderness as 
property’ and ‘wilderness as quality’, 
says Turner. “Worship of wilderness 
designation thus becomes idolatry, the 
confusion of a symbol with its essence. 
In either case the result is the same: 
destruction of the wild” (p.87).  
 
Turner believes that “economic lan-
guage (and its extensions in law) ex-
haustively describes our world and, 
hence, becomes our world. Moral, aes-
thetic, cultural, and spiritual orders are 
then merely subjective tastes of no 
social importance. … [It is] as though 
having failed to persuade and woo 
your love, you suddenly switched to 
cash. The new economic conservation-
ists think they are being rational; I 
think they treat Mother Earth like a 
whorehouse” (p.58). 
 
Turner concludes: “To construct a new 
conservation ethic, we need first to 
understand why we impose a human 
order on nonhuman orders We do so 
for gain, the gain being in prediction, 
efficiency, and hence, control. Faced 
with the accelerating destruction of 
ecosystems and the extinction of spe-
cies, we believe our only option lies in 
increased prediction, efficiency, and 

control. So we fight to pre-
serve ecosystems and species, 
and we accept their dimin-
ished wildness: (p.111).  
 
Despite its obvious pessi-
mism, the reader can glimpse 
the delight Turner feels in the 
wild. His descriptions of na-
ture and mystical places is 
inspiring. And his message 
should be taken seriously. 

The Abstract Wild 
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